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proceeding thence to Muscat by dhow, a forbidding pros-
pect. So I must for the moment keep Al Sa'idi standing by.

A third day passed and the Badawin from the desert were
reported to be getting restless, for they had expected money
and I had given them only food and camel rations.

Salih came again protesting that he was in an awkward
position, with myself and his men equally unreasonable.
There were murmurs about my objectives, and the most
improbable motive would be accepted by these simple and
gullible folk. It was essential to win their confidence and
to disabuse their minds of ulterior motives, such, for
instance, as spying out the number of their camels for the
ear of Bin Sa'ud or the Sultan Taimur or some other
hypothetical collector of dues, so I deemed it wise to
dissociate myself from any external authority, and avow,
what was indeed the truth, that I made my journeys first
because I liked travelling, and secondly to serve the cause
of 'Urn (science), which my tribe considered honourable,

'Well, Shaikh Salih, and what is the position now?'

cAs I told you, Sahib, I want to help you, but cannot
promise what you want/

I was indeed aware of the genuineness of Salih's argu-
ment, but it would never have done to accept the position
that it implied. Obviously Salih was not in a position to
guarantee the protection of another tribe, especially for a
foreigner and an avowed non-Muslim.

'But you know well, Shaikh Salih, that the Murra are
your friends; if I pay them well and they see that I have
your goodwill they will make a way/

'I believe they will, Sahib, if there is pasture and water,
but only they know the way into their sands/

This was my real object; to obtain the sworn support of
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